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From Hilary: 

  
What a triumph the Flower Festivals have been, as well as Gamlingay’s Summer Fete! Well done to everyone who 

took part across the Benefice. One of the great things about the whole weekend, and preparations for it, was the 

way in which whole villages were included and everyone worked together. It was lovely to have something in all our 

churches on the same day.  It did mean I was dividing my attention, and many of the participants didn’t have the 

opportunity to see what was done in the other churches, but for visitors able to ‘do the rounds’ and for me, it was a 

real treat to be part of the power of stories as interpreted in each place. We all have our stories to tell, and it was 

lovely to give a platform for that. There are reports and pictures separately on the festivals elsewhere, and it is 

invidious for me to try and name everyone but know, all of you, how much you are appreciated for what you have 

done. Special mention has to be made of Jane Orchiston and Anne Clarke in Gamlingay and Sue Alexander in Everton 

for their pivotal roles - they will be the first to say it’s not all down to them, but they have held things together and 

helped us all to produce something to be proud of. People were working in the churches for hours preparing displays 

and/or supporting others to do that, and in Gamlingay there was the Summer Fete to add in - I know in the heat and 

with all that needed doing there are some very tired people out there, but I hope it has felt worth it.  It certainly 

seemed so to me, both in financial and in other terms. Again, WELL DONE and THANK YOU everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rest in Peace two previously central characters from our communities. Both in their 90s and having no longer 

lived in our villages in the last few years, it is a tribute to these people and to the communities that valued them that 

so many remembered them and shared in their ‘farewells’. 

- Ishbel Beaty whose ashes were interred at East Hatley on Saturday, will be missed by many her life has touched. 

Friends and family, some of whom could not attend the funeral, gathered to honour Ishbel’s memory in a simple 

graveside ceremony at St Denis’ churchyard in East Hatley on a beautiful sunny early afternoon. Ishbel’s ashes 

were scattered into the grave of her friend as butterflies danced among the meadow flowers and grasses in this 

nature reserve. She was a special lady by all accounts, and although at 92 she had had a good innings, her 

contributions to the understanding of local history and in many other ways will be valuable well beyond her 

lifetime. 

- Terry Read whose funeral took place this last week was a Gamlingay resident in later life and shared the life of 

the church there but was also, with his partner Tom, remembered by older inhabitants at Gransden where ‘the two 

foxes’ lived for many years. Terry’s body lay in church at Gamlingay overnight, as was his wish, after a simple 

reception ceremony on Monday afternoon before friends joined with family on Tuesday morning to remember 

Terry with humour and affection. A ceremony will follow in Spain for those ‘out there’ from the other half of 

Terry’s life - he and Tom, then later Terry on his own, spent winters in Spain for health reasons. We were invited 

to raise a glass of ‘vino Tinto’ to Terry at home, after praying ‘God Speed’. 

 



JULY BENEFICE EVENTS 

 

July 11th - Day Course on Scything and Meadow Management 

Gamlingay Parish Council have unfortunately decided, in Hilary’s absence, not to help fund this course, 

so Hilary is underwriting the cost herself to ensure it takes place. There are 6-8 places, of which three 

are taken, do ask round for suitable people to fill the remaining 3-5. Community volunteers are 

particularly sought from all the Benefice villages.  

 

The second weekend in July is when Hilary and Norman’s Ruby Wedding celebration falls. Their 

special family holiday has already taken place, and the family party will be on Saturday 15th July. On 

Sunday (16th) which is the actual anniversary, the Benefice service has been transposed from the end 

of the month and is held in Gamlingay to allow celebration together. Anyone else celebrating an 

anniversary is invited to let Hilary know to include it in this service. The service will also celebrate all 

forms of family and bear in mind that sometimes people are missing, or things didn’t work out as we’d 

hoped. 

 

NEWS FROM EVERTON 

 
Coffee Morning takes place this Saturday 1st July organised by the Community Group. 

 

Flower Festival – see report and photos from Sue Alexander on a separate page below. 

 

NEWS FROM GAMLINGAY 

 

Flower festival and Fete – see below and there are separate photo pages at the end 
of this newsletter. 

 
Apologies that the ‘Simple Lunch’ cancellation was not advertised last week (despite reminder to me 

to do so) Terry Read’s funeral and wake having taken that place and time. There will, all being well, be 

a lunch this week.  

One of these twice-monthly events is being planned to be particularly dementia-friendly, linked with 

the Memory Lane initiative - watch this space! 

 

Memory Lane this week welcomed new attendees whilst missing some regulars for various reasons 

including ill health. Cake, new name badges and the Gamlingay Community Choir were welcomed this 

time. The group meets on 22nd July for a ‘Tea Dance’ - some of the members are dancers, but that’s 

not required to enjoy some music and tea!  

 

FUNDRAISING NEWS…. 

Thank you to all who contributed and supported our spectacular Flower Festivals and wonderful 

Gamlingay Fete last weekend.  Takings at Gamlingay final total is £1,553.98.  This is brilliant, BUT we 

can’t rest on our laurels!  Coming up………… 

 

CREAM TEAS IN GAMLINGAY CHURCH HALL/GARDEN 
Scones – Jam – Cream – Drinks 

Date: Sunday 23rd July          Time: 3 – 5pm 

Tickets are now available from church or from The Hub 

£5 a head – Book your place now! 
 

ALL WELCOME! 

 

 



                                    
                    St. Mary’s Gamlingay “Sociable Summer”    St. Mary’s Gamlingay “Sociable Summer”    St. Mary’s Gamlingay “Sociable Summer”    St. Mary’s Gamlingay “Sociable Summer”        
 

Please don’t forget about the suggestion that as many of us as possible 

should consider hosting some sort of event (large or small) in our own homes during the 

months of July and August in return for donations from our guests.  There are official St. 

Mary’s invitations for you to use which explain what it is all about and why we are requesting 

donations.  All the information, together with the invitations in two formats, was emailed out 

a few weeks ago but if you missed or have lost it, please let me know and I will send again or 

provide you with invitations. 

Brenda 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Service information and dates for July 
Saturday 1st July 

2.30 pm   Baptism of Delilah Rose Ward at Gamlingay 

Sunday 2nd July Trinity 4 

8am    Service at Hatley St George, personnel permitting - please check in with Hilary or Penny 

9.30am   Parish Eucharist at Gamlingay 

11.15am  Parish Eucharist at Everton 

2.30pm   Baptism Ralph John Davis at Gamlingay 

Sunday 9th July Trinity 5 

9.30am   Parish Eucharist at Gamlingay 

11.15am  Parish Eucharist with Baptism of Cecilia Lucy Marie Astell at Everton 

Hatley Village Fete takes place in the afternoon in Hatley at the recreation ground 

Monday 10th July –  

The PCCs of the Benefice meet together at the Rectory for a social as well as business meeting. 

Sunday 16th July Trinity 6 Benefice Service swapped with 31st July. 

10.30am   Benefice Service at Gamlingay celebrating Family and Marriage 

12.00noon - 2pm  Buffet Lunch at the Church Hall - all welcome, please let Hilary know for rough numbers 

Sunday 23rd July Trinity 7  

9.30am   Parish Eucharist at Gamlingay, Cream Teas in the afternoon 

11.15am  Parish Eucharist at Everton 

Sunday 30th July Trinity 8 (Benefice Service swapped to July 16th) 

9.30am   Parish Eucharist at Gamlingay 

11.15am  Parish Eucharist and Baptism at Everton 

 

    

NEWS FROM HATLEY 

 
We have been asked to advertise Hatley’s upcoming 

Village Fete on 9th July.  Do go along if you can, enjoy the 
fun and support the Hatley community. 

 
A special ‘Thank You’ from Penny Hewlett  
A very big thank you from Hatley to Hilary who spent the 

whole day on Friday decorating the Church here for the 
Flower Festival weekend.  I fear Hatley's gain was 

undoubtedly others' loss that day.  Her entire display was 

amazing 'The Greatest Story Ever Told' - the story of the 

Bible - and much admired by anyone who went into 

the Church and saw it. Thank you very much Hilary. 



Contact details below show who to contact in each parish: 

Hilary Young, Parish Priest hilaryafyoung@gmail.com 650587 

Lucy McKeown, Retired Assistant Priest mckeownlucy@btinternet.com 304487 

Chris Miller, LLM/Reader cfm55@btinternet.com 650779 

Nick Ingles, Gamlingay/Hatley Treasurer nickingles@me.com 07868 144830 

Richard Astell, Everton Treasurer richard@astell.co.uk  

Valerie Miller, Pastoral vjm55@btinternet.com 650779 

Sandra Macrow, LLM Children and Families’ minister sandramacrow@btinternet.com 07958 710703 

Ann Davis, Gamlingay/Hatley PCC Secretary anngamlingay@aol.com  

Alec Hissett alechissett@hotmail.com 650052 

Jane Butcher, Everton contact Janebutcher59@googlemail.com  

 

 

This Newsletter is circulated by email each week to all on the Church Electoral Roll plus anyone else who gives their 

email details and requests it. It contains any news we have been given to share in our villages (Everton, Gamlingay 

and the Hatleys) plus news of what’s going on in all three churches in the two parishes of the Benefice.  Gamlingay 

with the Hatleys is one parish while Everton and Tetworth is the second linked parish in the current Benefice - both 

looked after by one parish priest.

 

A reminder that if you are temporarily or permanently unable to attend church services and would like to receive communion in 

your own home, please let us know. 

For Gamlingay and Hatley contact Hilary or Valerie. 

For Everton contact Hilary. 

 

 

 

For next week only, please send all items for the newsletter to Ian Parker  iangparker@hotmail.com 

 

 



 
 

 



SOME OF THE GAMLINGAY FLOWER FESTIVAL DISPLAYS 

 

   
 

   
 

   
 

      



MORE FROM GAMLINGAY….. 

 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


